
 

3. Plant between early 
spring and late summer. 
As long as the soil has 
thawed, you’re ready to get 
started. 
 

4. Cut grass to shortest 
mower setting.  
Less grass affords a greater 
opportunity for seeds to 
germinate after being planted.  
 

5. Rake the grass to thin it. 
For this, we recommend you 
use a thatch rake, but a 
regular old leaf rake will work 
as well. For larger areas, 
power dethatchers are also 
available. Raking also helps 
reduce the thatch.  
 
Thatch: a thick layer of living 
and dead material made of 
primarily the roots and stems 
of grass that impedes growth 
of new seeds.  
 
 

1. Spread the seed. 
For small areas, it can be 
spread by hand, but larger 
areas should be seeded using a 
broadcast spreader, which 
allows for a more even 
distribution of seed.  
 
Tip for using a broadcast 
spreader: 
1 part seed should be mixed 
with 10 parts sand, sawdust or 
compost. Clover seeds are 
smaller than grass seeds, so 
the filler ensures that the seed 
is spread out evenly across the 
lawn. 
 

2. Water daily for 7-10 days. 
After the seeds are spread, the 
soil needs to stay moist for 
optimal germination. To 
maximize seed production, 
make sure the seeds are 
watered daily until the clover 
has sprouted. 
 

Growing a Clover Lawn 
LAWN PREPARATION & PLANTING 
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Estimated Time Required 
    Mowing 1 hour/acre 
    Raking 2.5 hours/acre 
    Seeding 1 hour/acre 

Other Materials 
 Lawn Mower 
 Dutch white clover seed 
 Hose or sprinkler 

Over-
seeding 
cover onto 
an existing 
lawn will 
result in a 
lawn that is 
a hearty 
mixture of 
clover and 
grass. 
 



	  
	  

	  
	  

White Dutch 
YOUR GUIDE TO A NATURAL & 
 LOW-MAINTENANCE LAWN  

Clover - Outcompetes weeds: no 
pesticides required 

- Nitrogen-fixing: naturally 
self-fertilizes and can grow in 
poor soil 

- Drought tolerant: requires 
less water than grass to stay 
green 

- Resists pet urine 
- Reduces soil compaction: 

prevents run-off and erosion 
- Attracts bees*: important for 

pollination of many native 
species 

 
*NOTE: regular summer mows at 1.5 to 2 
inches prevents clover buds from 
flowering and reduces bee density 
 

OF A CLOVER LAWN 
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FOR ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION 

 

 
	  
A	  paper	  covering	  this	  brochure	  
can	  be	  found	  in: 
Daniels,	  S.	  et	  al	  (2013)	  
Alternative	  Lawns:	  Using	  
Clover	  as	  a	  More	  Eco-‐
Sustainable	  Alternative.	  

http://rucore.libraries.rutgers.edu	  	  
search:	  ggreat	  

	  
	  
A	  video	  comparing	  clover	  and	  
grass	  can	  be	  found	  at:	  	  
https://vimeo.com/64557113	  

	  
	  
An	  editorial	  expressing	  the	  
benefits	  of	  clover	  lawns	  can	  be	  
found	  at:	  
http://haycockwildlifehabitat.wo
rdpress.com	  
search:	  white	  dutch	  	  

 


